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that you are fully appreciative of the persistent support which
Mr. Montagu gave to him, and later to me. You also know that
it has throughout been my aim and that of my Government in
like manner to bring the views of responsible Moslem opinion
in India clearly and forcibly before, first, Mr. Montagu and
later Lord Peel. _ For my part I have cherished it as my privilege
and considered it my duty to obtain consideration of the aspira-
tions of Indian Moslems, and to urge their fulfilment as far as
they appeared to be just and reasonable. The successive
Secretaries of State for India warmly and strenuously supported
my efforts in this direction, and I have from time to time received
repeated assurances from His Majesty's Government that they
would not fail to give due weight to the representations received
from India in so far as they were compatible with justice and with
their obligation to their Allies and to other nations.

The multitude of interests involved, however, rendered a
settlement acceptable to all nations concerned a matter of great
complexity and difficulty, and there were times during the
progress of negotiations when our expectations of reaching an
agreement sank, when the prospects of a settlement appeared
on the point of vanishing and when the situation caused the
gravest apprehension. But in spite of this, in the words of
the poet, that " if hopes were dupes fears may be liars/' and
my confidence and the encouragement I have been able to give
to the various deputations which have approached me from time
to time, I am thankful to say, have not been falsified. Through-
out the difficult days of Turkey's estrangement from us, I and
my Government have sympathized with the feelings of your
co-religionists in the perplexities which events in the Great
War brought into being for them. Those days have now ended.
The British Government and the Angora Government are at
peace. It is our hope that the peace may be long enduring.
Before the late rupture ties of gratitude bound the Turks in
friendship to the British Empire and on more than one occasion
the influences and forces of Britain were arrayed to protect them
from powerful enemies. It is not too much to hope that time
may obliterate the memory of their recent estrangement from us,
and that peace may engender the re-birth in new strength of those
cordial relations which once prevailed. Recent embarrassments
for a time dimmed the lustre of the loyalty and attachment which
bound the Indian Moslems to the British Crown, but I am con-
fident that henceforth the old traditions will shine forth with
renewed light and vigour.